
I’d like to make a friendly amendment –  

Because we need to ensure equitable spending of the bond funds, and 
provide the transparency and compliance with the 5B ballot language – and 

because  

Jeffco’s Board Governance Policy GP-01 states that, “The Board makes a 
commitment to the community for effective and transparent oversight of the 
fiscal condition of the district and the allocation of funds to meet Ends 
policies; and because  

Proposition 5B, which was approved by the voters in November 2018, and 
which is incorporated by reference in the Official Statement the district has 
made available to bond investors, called for oversight of over $997  million 
dollars to pay back bonds by the Citizens’ Capital Asset Advisory Committee; 

and because it is very important for us to make sure that each facility gets 
what it is promised. We cannot make changes to what was promised. Those 
items that are on the bond have to be followed exactly the way they are, 
and come in under budget; 

and because operating funds provided by the Proposition 5A mill levy 
override for the purpose of expanding STEM and Career and Technical 
Education programs in the district have been used to construct a wing of a 
building at Warren Tech South, in direct contradiction of former 
Superintendent Jason Glass’ statement that the construction of Warren Tech 
South would only use Proposition 5B bond funding; 

and because district management has, used $50 million in Bond Premium 
funds to cover project costs over and above those covered by the $86 million 
dollar program contingency that was disclosed to Jeffco voters during the 5B 
campaign; 

and because the Bond Premium funds could have been used to demonstrate 
the Board’s commitment to equity by replacing or substantially upgrading 
schools that are attended by high percentages of at-risk students; 



and because there appears to be great confusion about whether the Citizens’ 
Capital Asset Advisory Committee has satisfactorily performed its duties as 
described on the ballot of Proposition 5B, and whether management 
provided the information necessary for the Committee to perform its duties; 

and because it is unclear whether the district Financial Oversight Committee 
and the district Audit Committee are aware of, and have investigated 
financial control issues related to the Capital Improvement Program’s 
activities; 

and because Proposition 5B stated that the spending of bond proceeds will 
be subject to an annual independent audit, former Chief Financial Officer 
Kathleen Askelson advised the Citizens’ Capital Asset Oversight Committee 
that the independent audit of the Capital Improvement Program that was 
conducted by the district’s auditor, Clifton Larson Allen, “did not look at the 
scope of the work being done and what is being delivered”; 

and because it is the fiduciary duty of care that directors of the Board of 
Education owe the citizens of Jefferson County, under both GP-01, the ballot 
language and common law, compels us to more deeply investigate these 
issues; 

THEREfore, I’d like to offer the following friendly amendment:  

I move to ensure equity of spending, transparency and to ensure compliance 
with the ballot language of 2018 - the board make the sale of the bonds 
contingent upon the district retaining  

(1) an independent, national accounting firm (not the district’s current 
auditor) to conduct a thorough Performance Audit of the district’s 
Capital Improvement Program, and  

(2) The firm conducting the Independent Performance Audit shall have 
access to all materials, communications, and other records related 
to the district’s Capital Improvement Program, including the 
district’s internal processes, systems, and controls; 



(3) The Independent Performance Audit shall be completed and 
delivered to the Board of Education no later than March 31, 2021; 

(4) The Independent Performance Audit Report shall be made available 
to the public no later than April 30, 2021. 

(6) And (just as Ms. Schooley requested back at the September 3rd 
board meeting ) the sale of the bonds is also contingent on the 
district making publicly available the cost of each project and how 
much is being spent for each project from the project contingency, 
the program contingency and the bond premium funds.  

(7) The bond sale is contingent upon the board creating a process for 
community engagement, capital asset engagement and the board 
setting equitable priorities for the spending of the bond premium 
funds


